BOSWELL'S LIFE OF JOHNSON
served. Johnson was not the less ready to love Mr Langton,
for his being of a very ancient family; for I have heard him
say, with pleasure, T-angton, Sir, has a grant of free warren
from Henry the Second; and Cardinal Stephen Langton, in
King John's reign, was of this family.5
Mr Langton afterwards went to pursue his studies at
Trinity College, Oxford, where he formed an acquaintance
with his fellow student, Mr Topham Beauclerk; who, though
their opinions and modes of life were so different, that it
seemed utterly improbable that they should at all agree,
had so ardent a love of literature, so acute an understanding,
such elegance of manners, and so well discerned the excel-
lent qualities of Mr Langton, a gentleman eminent not only
for worth and learning, but for an inexhaustible fund of en-
tertaining conversation, that they became intimate friends.
Johnson, soon after this acquaintance began, passed a con-
siderable time at Oxford. He at first thought it strange that
Langton should associate so much with one who had the
character of being loose, both in his principles and practice;
but, by degrees, he himself was fascinated. Mr Beauclerk's
being of the St Alban's family, and having, in some particu-
lars, a resemblance to Charles the Second, contributed, in
Johnson's imagination, to throw a lustre upon his other
qualities; and, in a short time, the moral, pious Johnson,
and the gay, dissipated Beauclerk, were companions. *What
a coalition! (said Garrick, when he heard of this;) I shall
have my old friend to bail out of the Roundhouse.' But I
can bear testimony that it was a very agreeable association.
Beauclerk was too polite, and valued learning and wit too
much, to offend Johnson by sallies of infidelity or licentious-
ness; and Johnson delighted in the good qualities of Beau-
clerk, and hoped to correct the evil. Innumerable were the
scenes in which Johnson was amused by these young men.
Beauclerk could take more liberty with him, than any body
with whom I ever saw him; but, on the other hand, Beau-
clerk was not spared by his respectable companion, when re-
proof was proper.
One night when Beauclerk and Langton had supped at a
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